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What’s happening in 1st Grade SPARK Enrichment?  

We’ve been working with PETS™ (Primary Educa%on Thinking Skills), a systema%zed enrichment 

and diagnos%c thinking skills program. Lessons are presented in convergent 

analysis, divergent synthesis, visual/spa%al thinking, and evalua%on skills. PETS 

introduces six thinking specialists of Crystal Pond Woods.  During August, we 

worked with Dudley the Detec%ve, the convergent/deduc%ve thinker.  Kids 

used clues to determine one correct answer & they learned to use some pre3y 

complex venn diagrams too!  In September, the kids worked with Isabel the Inventor, the divergent/inven%ve 

thinker.   Using their Brainfocals, they are  looking for lots of different ways to solve problems and embrace 

the uniqueness of each and every answer shared.   Right now they are inven%ng a bicycle for Yolanda the Spi-

der, so really a Spicycle.   Their designs and ra%onale are incredible!    

• Did you know that as the Gi�ed Specialist at Norterra, I am an advocate for ALL of our gi�ed learners K-8, even if I am not 

their teacher of record?   

I work to iden�fy gi�ed students, help to build the rosters for their gi�ed cluster classes, advanced IBMYP and Walk-Up math 

classes, and teach 1st through 5th enrichment during RTI each day.  I plan & lead learning opportuni�es for our gi�ed teach-

ers each month.   I am in close contact with our teachers to support with enrichment/extension work and  to help make sure 

students are showing success in all of our gi�ed  & advanced placements.   Last year, thanks to a generous grant from DVUEF, 

I was able to present IBMYP workshops for our IBMYP kids with a focus on Self-Advocacy for Gi�ed Learners.   I’ve heard some 

great stories of students doing that self-advocacy this year!  We will con�nue with our IBMYP workshops in Q2, look for more 

informa�on soon.    While student self-advocacy is amazing, I am here to support them when  a concern arises, please let 

me know how I can be of assistance.  

• Did you know that Norterra Canyon is a School-Wide Gi�ed Model School?    

Some of our Early Release dates this year are dedicated to professional development where ALL of our K-5 classroom teachers 

are learning more about best prac�ces in gi�ed educa�on and about strategies that can extend and enrich the learning of all 

students in the classroom.  Our 6-8 teachers are all engaged in the higher level learning that takes place in IBMYP planning.   

Teachers all have access to PBL Project so�ware and are incorpora�ng problem based learning in classes across our campus!  

• Did you know that Parent/Teacher Conference 1me is almost here?  

Quarter 1 ends of October 11th and conferences will take place the week of October 14th.   I know how hard it is to meet with 

a lot of different teachers during this �me.   I will work with cluster teachers to learn about your scheduled conference �me so 

that I can join in.   If you’d prefer to schedule a one-on-one conference with me, please send me an email and I’ll be happy to 

make that happen!     Sincerely, Mrs. Olson                           

Here’s what we’re up to in 2nd Grade SPARK Enrichment ... 
We’ve been working with Junior Great Books Series 2 texts.  This program features high-quality liter-

ature and student-centered discussion, and provides a superb framework for teaching reading com-

prehension, cri%cal thinking, vocabulary and wri%ng.  Our first theme is 

friendship.  The stories encourage students to talk about and reflect on 

what friendship is, why people need friends, and how to resolve differ-

ences between friends.   Titles: The Happy Lion by Louise Fa%o; Miss 

Maggie by Cynthia Rylant ;  Anancy and Dog and Puss and Friendship as 

told by James Berry.   They’ve been wri%ng some great responses to ques%ons about the text and they 

are geFng good at finding evidence to support their thinking! Some challenge math is up next! 



4th Grade to 5th Grade  Math Walk Up :  I support in Mr. Kent’s class on Tues/Thurs and every other Friday.  

5th Grade to 6th Grade Math Walk Up:   I support in Mrs. Schmi3’s class on Mon/Wed and every other Friday.    

IBMYP: 6th, 7th, 8th grade giIed students are part of our IBMYP team. They are assigned to Advanced ELA and Advanced Math 

based on their CogAT results and their academic success with the curriculum. If you have any ques%ons about what is happening 

in those classes, please check teacher websites or contact the teacher for more informa%on.   Thank you!  

3rd Grade SPARK Enrichment is hard at work on….During August and September, students 

in ELA Enrichment worked on Jacob’s Ladder higher level comprehension tasks involving texts 

from the genres of folk tale, fairy takes, myths and fables.   They worked to answer ques%ons 

about these texts to show their understanding of the  literary ele-

ments of plot, characters and seFng; inferencing, cause and effect; 

generaliza%ons; sequencing; determining theme.   They have also 

worked to create new versions of some of those stories.   We’ve 

just started a crea%ve wri%ng unit where the are using a visual 

prompt to create a narra%ve piece of wri%ng that will need to go through all of the steps of the 

wri%ng process from brainstorm to final copy.   We look forward to sharing those! 

3rd/4th SAGE Math is celebra1ng success!  
Our quan%ta%vely giIed 3rd graders work with me each day to com-

pact all of the 3rd grade and 4th grade math curriculum into one 

year of learning.  We alternate back and forth between 3rd and 4th 

grade and they have been so amazing in their ability to grasp it all.   

We’ve complete Module 1 in 4th grade math learning all about place 

value and rounding to the millions.   Students grew from a 45% pre-

test average to a class average at the end of this module of 89%!   A 

celebra%on of learning will take place during parent/teacher conference week!    We are quickly working through Module 2 3rd 

Grade math to learn about %me & measurement, then we move to Module 3 in 4th Grade Math about Mul%plica%on/Division.  

4th Grade SPARK Enrichment has been surprising me with rats!  I’m weird, I like them, so rats won’t sink our pi-

rates!    We’ve been working together to create a class mission statement, learn more about growth mindset and ways to move 

forward when things get tough.   Our first unit in Jacob’s Ladder focused on facing adversity and achieving our poten%al.   Stu-

dents have had a variety of ways to share their thinking about this topic including wri%ng haikus and some flash fic%on.  Rylan 

gave me permission to share his haiku as it really gives some amazing insight about what it’s 

like to be in the brain of our giIed kids:   

 

my brain won’t turn on 

what am I supposed to do 

now I have nothing 

We are moving into a crea%ve narra%ve wri%ng unit now!  

5th Grade SPARK Enrichment is proving a real-life problem solving challenge for us! 
In 5th grade, the RTI block is used for  both giIed enrichment &  band.   Problem:  Not all of our giIed kiddos are in band and 

those who are don’t all play the same type of instrument.  So depending on the day of the week I may have two students join me 

or nine students join me.  Since I don’t assign homework in giIed enrichment, novel studies won’t work as they don’t have %me 

& access to each other every day.  Solu%on #1: Mrs. Leisey is lead-

ing in class!   Solu%on  #2:  I created menus for the kids to have 

choice in their learning op%ons each month.  The menu includes: 

nonfic%on inquiry; literature work around 5th grade ELA skills and 

strategies;  differen%ated online reading based on lexile using Com-

monLit and Read Theory; some Problem Based Learning scenarios 

and art op%ons for crea%vity too.   Students are graded on them in 

my room, but grades are not included in the gradebooks.  


